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U.S. Needs Money, Blood 


HE ELECTION is over but the war is still on. In spite 

of all the optimistic predictions, the war will be going 
on for a long time to come. 

At the present time our casualties are heavier than 
they have ever been. We are on the offensive in both 
Europe and Asia. The Japs and Germans are fighting 
savagely with their backs to the wall and they are exact- 
ing a terrific toll in American blood. 

The need for civilian blood donations is becoming 
greater. In fact, there is such a scarcity of blood that 
doctors and nurses have been donating blood while they 
operated on the critically wounded. 

In some instances wounded men have been forced to 
donate blood to each other. That means that the home 
front has fallen down on the job. Too many people think 
the war is all over. 

The government needs more money than it ever did to 
carry on our vast military operations. That money comes 
largely through the sale of War Bonds. The Sixth War 
Loan Drive is now in progress. 

Every citizen should buy to the limit of his ability. The 
bonds you have laid away are savings for the future. They 
may carry you over the period of reconversion. And you 
get back four dollars for every three dollars you invest, 
if you hold the bonds to maturity. 

The only other source of revenue to fight the war is 
from taxes. If the government doesn’t get it from War 
Bonds, it will have to get it from taxes. That means more 
money out of your pay envelope. 

But when you pay it in taxes, you don’t get it back. 

When you pay it in War Bonds you get it back with 
interest. 

So the best way to keep war taxes down is to buy 
War Bonds. 
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HE campaign is over and Roosevelt has 

been re-elected, and if it weren’t so 
serious it would be funny to read the news- 
papers, and hear the radio commentators 
give their reasons why Roosevelt was elect- 
ed, and how he was elected, etc. 

Many of the commentators — in fact, 
nearly all of them—say that the PAC, the 
Political Action Committee, which was com- 
posed almost entirely of CIO organizations, 
was responsible for the election of President 
Roosevelt and other progressive statesmen, 
such as Senator Bob Wagner of New York. 

The only credit that can be given to the 
PAC is the fact that they helped consider- 
ably in registration; at least that’s what we 
think. We are not quite sure but what the 
registration would have been what it finally 
was, as a result of the appeals made by the 
leading statesmen of the country of both 
parties, including Roosevelt and Dewey, 
even if the PAC had never prevailed. 

When the actual facts come out it will be 
known that the Teamsters’ International 
Union, with its great influence in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, was more respon- 
sible for the election of Roosevelt than any 
other influence in America. 

In the first place the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has about 7,000,000 members, 
and those 7,000,000 members have at least 
7,000,000 close relatives. 
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In addition to this, there are about 
400,000 members in the Railroad Brother- 
hoods, and 600,000 members in the Mine 
Workers not in the Federation or the CIO. 

Most of those members in the latter 
groups had absolutely no use at all for the 
PAC. They despise the leader of the PAC, 
with the exception of perhaps the Brother- 
hood of Railroad Trainmen. 

In the next place, all those organizations, 
including the American Federation of Labor 
unions, were exceptionally cool and disin- 
terested when Roosevelt and Truman were 
nominated; and because of the actions of 
the CIO in the Democratic convention in 
Chicago, the general expression from old- 
time Democrats in the American Federation 
of Labor and from leaders locally, was: 
“Well, if Roosevelt is elected, Hillman and 
the CIO will control the administration.” 
Few people will ever know how difficult it 
was to drive that thought out of their minds. 

General President Tobin, when asked 
again to take on the directorship of the 
labor division of the Democratic National 
Committee, refused to do so, knowing full 
well that it was an enormous job, that labor 
was somewhat handicapped by the new 
laws, and that it was difficult and tiresome, 
and especially because he had held the posi- 
tion in the three previous national cam- 
paigns, in which Roosevelt was elected. 

However, he was requested personally by 
President Roosevelt to again take on the 
job, after Tobin had refused Chairman 
Hannegan. Fully understanding the nerve- 
wracking duties surrounding the position, 
he consented to do so, on the personal re- 
quest of the President. 

There had been at this time a conference 
called by the Teamsters’ International Ex- 
ecutive Board, to be held in Washington, 
D. C., on September 22, 23 and 24. 

The general executive board at its August, 
1944 meeting in Chicago, had adopted a 
resolution endorsing Roosevelt and Tru- 
man. This resolution was presented to the 
conference or convention of the Teamsters’ 
International Union a month later, in 


September. It was unanimously adopted. 

It was decided by the executive board in 
Chicago, in August, to invite President 
Roosevelt to be the guest of the Teamsters’ 
Union at a banquet in the Statler Hotel in 
Washington during the national conference 
of the Teamsters. 

President Roosevelt consented to attend, 
and from out of that banquet and his mem- 
orable address to the nation was started the 
campaign to re-elect Roosevelt. 

That address of the President was one of 
the greatest speeches he ever delivered and 
was proclaimed throughout the nation as 
being the foundation for victory on Novem- 
ber 7. 

A day or two after this address, President 
Tobin called a conference of approximately 
one thousand representatives of the Inter- 
national Teamsters’ Union, and advised 
them of the law dealing with contributions 
from unions. 

He strongly emphasized the fact, in the 
presence of the attorney of the International 
Union, that no union could contribute di- 
rectly towards the election of national can- 
didates. He advised them that they could, 
however, make individual contributions, but 
that those contributions could not be 
charged to the unions as expenses. 

Then, with the assistance of others in this 
unofficial gathering—as the regular confer- 
ence had adjourned — contributions were 
made and pledges given by individuals 
exceeding all expectations. Every dollar 
of those pledges has been paid by those indi- 
viduals into the treasury of the Democratic 
National Committee, and this money was 
badly needed by the committee. 

It must be borne in mind that the PAC 
never contributed one dollar directly to the 
Democratic National Committee. In addi- 
tion to what was done in this case, all repre- 
sentatives of the Teamsters’ Unions in IIli- 
nois, California, the State of Washington, 
Boston, New York, Pennsylvania and sev- 
eral other districts set up their own com- 
mittees and contributed in accordance with 
the law governing advertising and publicity, 
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and carried on in their respective districts 
throughout the nation, educational cam- 
paigns in behalf of Roosevelt. 

California alone claims to have spent over 
$50,000 in educational work which helped 
Roosevelt indirectly. This was outside of 
their individual contributions to the Demo- 
cratic National Committee. 

Everything they did was within the law 
because they were acting on the advice and 
guidance of their attorneys. For instance, 
buttons could be paid for if the buttons 
carried the words, “Vote for the friend of 
our union—Roosevelt.” 

The Smith-Connally Act limited 


of labor took the same position and when 
they had no other excuse, they raised the 
bugaboo that the CIO and Communists 
would control the Roosevelt administration 
if Roosevelt were elected. 

They pointed out that the National La- 
bor Relations Law as interpreted by Chair- 
man Millis and others on the board, was 
being interpreted in favor of the CIO or the 
industrial unions. Craft unions had been, as 
they stated, kicked around. 

All of those statements had some founda- 
tion, and it should prove conclusively that 
the job of cementing the American Federa- 


many trade union campaign ex- 
penditures but it substantially in- 
creased others, especially the Team- 
sters, so that they did more finan- 


This is the office of the Indianapolis Joint Council of Teamsters 
as it appeared just before the election. Standing below the 
pictures are, left to right, Emmett J. Williams, secretary- 
treasurer, Indiana Over-the-Road Drivers; Fred Marshall, 
president of Local No. 135, and Raymond Freistuhler, business 


cially in this last campaign than 
was ever done before. In other 
words, they resented the handcuffs 
that were intended to be placed on 
unions by the Smith-Connally Act. 

President Tobin then established 
his offices in the Democratic Na- 
tional Headquarters in the Bilt- 
more Hotel in New York City, and 
called in the leaders of labor who 
had always been helpful to him. He 
set up a Labor Advisory Board. 

The Railroad Brotherhoods, 
many of them, expressed them- 
selves as personally in favor of 
Roosevelt, but they were officially 
disinterested. 

Tobin called a meeting of many 
of the railroad union executives in 
Washington. They went over the 
situation and before the meeting 
had ended every one of them had 
pledged himself to do what he could 
for Roosevelt, but they again re- 
peated the fact that their member- 
ship was slow to act because of the 
run-around (as they called it) they 
received in their last wage contro- 
versy. 


Many of the other organizations 


































agent of Local No. 135. 
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tion of Labor and the other unions outside 
the CIO, for President Roosevelt, was a dif- 
ficult, unpleasant, almost insurmountable 
task. 

However, the job was continued from day 
to day and week to week, and the Team- 
sters’ Unions were asked by Tobin to do 
what they could by delegating their paid 
officers three or four days a week, after they 
had taken care of their regular work, to 
work in the interests of Roosevelt. 

All this they did gladly and they became 
inflamed with the desire to win, so much so 
that by the end of the campaign the most 
perfect organization in behalf of Roosevelt 
that had ever obtained within any of the 
organizations of the American Federation of 
Labor was functioning. 

For instance, when President Tobin went 
to Philadelphia to a luncheon called by the 
local labor leaders, he put life, enthusiasm, 
" confidence ‘and determination into those 
men. Four hundred labor representatives 
were present at that luncheon. 

Again, when he went to Atlantic City toa 
convention of the New Jersey State Federa- 
tion of Labor, it was a lukewarm gathering, 
but on leaving there the delegates were so 
imbued with his sincerity that from that day 
on they went out to work in the interests of 
Roosevelt, and they did a splendid job. 

Again, in going to Buffalo in behalf of 
President Roosevelt and Bob Wagner, he 
met with the representatives of labor in 
Buffalo and in Rochester, and instilled the 
same determination, necessity for action 
and for extra efforts in behalf of Roosevelt 
and Wagner. 

The Teamsters, under his guidance and 
on the visit of Dave Beck and others, set up 
an organization in Boston whose influence 
permeated the entire New England states, 
and undoubtedly was somewhat responsible 
for Roosevelt carrying Massachusetts. 

Everywhere the Teamsters kept the ball 
rolling and enthused others to such an 
extent that it is Safe to say that out of the 
7,000,000 members of the American Fed- 


eration of Labor, 95 per cent of them voted 
for Roosevelt. 

And the climax to the whole thing was 
when Tobin, under the auspices of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood, addressed the nation 
in a national hook-up from 9:00 to 9:30 
Friday evening, November 3. This appeal 
made by him in that address dealt with the 
Miners’ case, the Metal Trades workmen, 
the railroad workers, and others. 

It was so favorably received that hun- 
dreds of letters and messages were received 
at his International headquarters stating 
that that address or appeal was undoubt- 
edly responsible for cementing and convinc- 
ing and winning many doubtful members in 
the railroad group, the mining groups, and 
several other groups of workers who had up 
to that time been half-hearted in their 
actions and expressions towards Roosevelt. 

Now then let us take the other side of the 
question. Suppose Tobin and the Team- 
sters’ Union had gone out for Dewey. 

With their influence and with the expendi- 
tures locally and nationally (within the law) 
which they made and the efforts they put 
forth, is there anyone who doubts that at 
least one-half the membership, three or four 
million, of the American Federation of La- 
bor and the other unions, could not have 
been swung over to Dewey, by a leader of 
labor whose record has been proven to be 
trustworthy and unselfish? 

Anyone who doubts such happenings cer- 
tainly does not know the men and women 
of labor. All that was necessary in the 
American Federation of Labor groups, some 
of the railroad groups, and the miners, was 
to have an aggressive leader in whom they 
had confidence, take the other side of the 
question. Roosevelt won only by slightly 
over three million in the popular vote. 

A few thousand votes in many of those 
states that were carried for Roosevelt would 
have turned the tables for Dewey. 

The PAC and the CIO unions were. bound 
to work and vote for Roosevelt anyway, 
because they have been given life and exist- 
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ence and helpfulness by the Roosevelt ad- 
ministration, and their continuance to func- 
tion aggressively means the continuance of 
this progressive administration. 

In other words, they could not possibly 
support anyone but Roosevelt; whereas the 
American Federation of Labor unions felt 
they were unjustly treated, that they owed 
very little to the administration (which was 
an unjust position to take), and that they 
would be better off with a new adminis- 
tration. 

And again I repeat, all they needed was 
an aggressive leader in whom they had con- 
fidence to swing them the other way. 

Summing up the whole situation, it was 
not the PAC that elected Roosevelt. It was 
the members of the American Federation of 
Labor, led by the Teamsters’ unions, that 
elected to office not only President Roose- 
velt and Vice-President Harry S. Truman, 
but many more like Bob Wagner in the 
Senate, and like Starkey of Minnesota to 
the Congress. Starkey is a member and an 
officer of our unions in St. Paul. 

There are many more incidents con- 
nected with the campaign that would be 


interesting and enlightening, but it may not 
be advisable to give them out just now. 

We cannot, however, refrain from men- 
tioning the importance placed on the PAC’s 
connection with Communistic leaders, and 
how the PAC and its officers were plastered 
from one end of the country to the other by 
the daily press and by all the backers of 
Governor Dewey. 

To those of us who know the inside, we 
want to say to you that this continual keep- 
ing to the forefront the Communistic asso- 
ciations and prominence of extreme radicals 
with the PAC was one of the most serious 
problems of the Democratic leadership, one 
of the hardest to overcome. 

Thousands of honest working men and 
women who were sympathetic toward Roose- 
velt were being daily frightened with the 
Communistic bugaboo attached to the 
Roosevelt campaign. 

Many of those workers were wavering 
and in doubt, even to the last days of the 
campaign, although we knew that it was 
nothing but clever political campaign strat- 
egy by the Republican Party. At the same 
time, the masses of the people who opposed 








This is a picture of the billboard erected by Local No. 251 of Providence, Rhode Island, 

to get out the vote for the general election on November 7. The picture on the left is 

that of President Roosevelt and on the right is Democratic Congressman John E, 

Fogarty, both of whom indorsed the efforts of the Providence Teamsters to get out 
the vote, thereby discharging their civic duty. 
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Communism in our country were beginning 
to believe it. 

But when responsible labor men whose 
characters and honesty were known to the 
nation came out supporting Roosevelt, the 
masses of the people began to believe, in the 
last days of the campaign, that the Com- 
munistic arguments of the Republicans 
were not reliable. 

But don’t let anyone tell you that it 
didn’t have many of the Democratic leaders 
in the national headquarters pretty well 
disturbed and somewhat worried, when 
glaring headlines were appearing in 95 per 
cent of the press of the nation, even in some 
of the southern states, lining up the Roose- 
velt administration with the PAC, which 
was controlled and influenced, as they 
claimed, by the Communists, which—again 
we repeat—was entirely unfounded. 

In conclusion we desire to say that we 
believe and we know that the President of 
the United States understands who did the 
work, who was responsible for his return to 
office—and we might say right here that if 
he had not been returned to office it would 
have been a calamity which it is unpleasant 
to think of just now. 

What the Teamsters did in this campaign 
was done for humanity, for the betterment 
of our members, for the continued uplifting 
of the toilers, in the hope that humanity and 
civilization may be saved from greater suf- 
fering and that the generations to come, 
when history is written, will understand how 
dangerously near they were in this war to 
being manacled and impoverished by the 
destruction of their rights and liberties. 

The Teamsters do not desire any glory or 
applause for anything they have done in the 
last election, but they believe in the old 
proverb, “Credit should be given where 
credit is due.” 


There is some talk that the CIO may con- 
tinue, by supporting financially and other- 
wise, the existence of the PAC, even now 
that the election is over. 

Well, that’s their business, of course, but 
it is our opinion that there is no place for 
the PAC, and no hope for it being a success 
politically, outside of perhaps the city of 
New York, until the labor movement is 
cemented into one organization and the 
proper kind of men elected to guide and 
advance that political organization, what- 
ever it may be called. 

As stated before, in this last election were 
it not for the Teamsters the chances are 
that the majority of the members of the 
American Federation of Labor and other 
unions would have been lined up against the 
CIO or the PAC. 

Why even during the campaign there 
were clashes on jurisdiction between the two 
organizations. It is inconceivable, there- 
fore, to think that any labor political organ- 
ization can get anywhere until labor is 
unified. The PAC, without the aid of the 
responsible leaders and members of the 
American Federation of Labor, would dwin- 
dle down to be nothing more than the old 
Socialist Party of which Norman Thomas 
is the head. 

They may have some influence in New 
York City in deciding elections, but even 
there if the organized labor movement out- 
side of the CIO unions were to throw its 
strength in with the Republican candidates, 
the PAC or CIO, even in New York City, 
their stronghold, would have some trouble 
putting their candidates over. 

No, our advice is: organize and unify 
labor first; then perhaps organized labor 
may be able to get somewhere, at least to 
control the balance of power in general elec- 
tions throughout the nation. 





It is the responsibility of all those engaged in the building industry to do every- 
thing possible to eliminate manpower waste and demand that proper supervision 
be given so that the demand for manpower can be properly filled on those 
projects where grave shortages exist today. 

—Journeymen Plumbers’ and Steam Fitters’ Journal. 
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Nawal Officers Sue International 


Tobin Hopes Case Comes to Trial 


BY DANIEL J. TOBIN 


ELL, the newspapers are carrying the 
story that the International Union 


has been sued for $200,000 each by the two 
naval officers who were mixed up in the 
affair in the Statler Hotel in Washington, 
D.C. on the evening of September 23, 1944, 
when the banquet was tendered to the Presi- 
dent of the United States by the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, who were 
then meeting in convention in Washington 
for the purpose of adjusting the affairs of 
the International Union due to war con- 
ditions. 

Up to this writing, November 8, 1944, 
we have not been served with a copy of the 
law suit. However, on Friday, November 3, 
the radio commentators carried the story, 
and the next day, November 4, the news- 
papers had the story that we were being 
sued by these two officers. 

On Friday evening many reporters called 
the general president about the news, and 
he just answered them as follows: 

“T know nothing about it except what I 
have heard over the air, but if it is true I 
just hope and trust that those two young 
men, naval officers, will not withdraw the 
suit. I hope it goes to trial.” 

A few of the newspapers printed that 
answer. That was my whole statement. 
I have just been informed that our office in 
Washington has been served with a copy of 
the suit. I had authorized our attorneys in 
Washington to accept service in our behalf 
if they were permitted to do so under the 
law. It will be a help to us because all the 
facts in the case will come out when men 
are under oath, if the case ever comes to 
trial. 

Some of the newspapers carried the story 
that the attorney for the complainants 


stated that the whole thing in Washington 
was politics, etc. 

We have good reason to believe that per- 
haps the attorney is right, because there are 
many people who believe that these two 
young officers, by their expressions, in 
accordance with the affidavits we have re- 
ceived, were strongly anti-Roosevelt. 

Numerous affidavits from eye-witnesses 
stated that those men were expressing them- 
selves out loud against President Roosevelt. 

It will remain for the courts to decide 
whether those affidavits, made under oath, 
are to be relied upon, or whether the two 
plaintiffs, who were so eager to furnish 
reports to the press and who have made 
affidavits themselves, will be believed in 
preference to the number of men, and some 
women, who witnessed most of the affair— 
most of those men coming from different 
parts of the country and whose standing 
in the communities in which they live is 
beyond reproach. 

We are informed that Lothrop Stoddard 
is the stepfather of Lieut. Dickins, and that 
he is an editorial writer for the Washington 
Star. This man is a radio commentator and 
a writer. Our information is that he has con- 
siderable influence within the newspaper 
fraternity in Washington and elsewhere. 

It is possible that Lieut. Dickins went 
home and told his mamma that he had been 
assaulted by a number of Teamsters who 
were attending a banquet given to the 
President, and of course naturally, mamma 
believed her boy. 

And then she told his stepfather, her hus- 
band, and it is possible he may have given 
the story out to the newspapers, and they 
published the story because they believed 
they could thereby smear Roosevelt by 
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smearing the Teamsters’ International 
Union. 

Of course we were pretty well irritated 
when Senator Green’s committee took no 
action, because there are 600,000 members 
of our union being held up to public ridicule 
by lies and false statements in the news- 
papers throughout the country, and they ar 
entitled to some justice. 

But the senatorial committee, believing 
there was some object in giving such wide 
publicity to an affair of this kind, decided 
that nothing be done by the committee, 
because the newspapers all hate Roosevelt 
and would play up the side of the naval 
officers, again endeavoring to smear Roose- 
velt before election day. 

We have received many requests from 
our people that we demand that the Navy 
Department go to the bottom of this thing. 
If there is politics in it, it should be brought 
out. 

If those two young men conducted them- 
selves in the manner described in a number 
of affidavits, and molested Teamster Union 
delegates who were attending to their busi- 
ness—and part of their business was attend- 
ance at the banquet given the President 
of the United States — then those officers 
should be called to account, and if found 
guilty they certainly should be disciplined. 

One wonders just what these two officers 
were doing so close to the banquet hall on 
this night of the Teamsters’ Union dinner. 


There are many who believe their presence 
was not just mere coincidence. 

We are publishing a few more affidavits 
this month for the information of our mem- 
bers. We are withholding the names of 
those who signed the affidavits because we 
do not want to have them bothered by news- 
paper men or others, but we want to assure 
our readers we have the affidayits, with the 
signatures, and that copies of those affida- 
vits, as well as others, are in the hands of 
Senator Green’s committee in Washington, 
and we hope the Secretary of the Navy has 
copies of the affidavits and will undertake a 
full investigation. 

Thousands of our members are serving in 
the United States Navy. They respect the 
navy, as I do and as my fellow officers do; 
but our members in the navy also respect 
their membership in the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

Therefore, they demand that a full inves- 
tigation be had so that the “smear cam- 
paign” against their International Union, 
which campaign was aided and assisted by 
these two officers, be exposed for what it is— 
vicious political propaganda. 

The members of this union serving in the 
navy want this investigation, so that the 
stain upon the good name and reputation of 
this International, put upon it by the anti- 
Roosevelt press of the country, aided by 
these two officers, be removed. That is plain 
justice. 


Officers Appeared Before and After Banquet 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


COUNTY OF NEW YORK § >° 





, being duly sworn, says that he was a delegate from Local No. 812 


to the special conference of thé International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, 
Warehousemen and Helpers of America, held in Washington, D. C., September 23 and 24. 

On September 23 I attended a dinner at the Statler Hotel which was addressed 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the United States. I arrived at the hotel about 
7 P. M. that evening. While walking through the mezzanine floor to get to the banquet 
hall my attention was attracted to two naval officers who seemed to be terribly 
intoxicated, standing near the wall, because of the loud and abusive language which 


they were using. 
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I heard them state: “Look at that big crowd of labor fakers who came to listen to 
that son of a bitch, the President of the United States.” 

I felt terribly hurt and humiliated as on May 6, 1944 I lost my son who was a 
captain in the United States Medical Air Corps and still have two other sons in the 
service of the United States Army, one with three and a half years, and one with two 
years of service. The action of these two naval officers was very painful to me but 
I said nothing to them as I had to enter the banquet hall. 

After the dinner was over, and the President had departed, I remained for a while 
in the banquet hall to chat. About 10:45 P. M. I passed through the mezzanine and 
saw that the same two naval officers were there again. I walked down the stairway 
to the lobby. 

About 10 minutes later I noticed that one of the Teamster delegates called Mr. 
Duff, the assistant manager of the hotel, to come immediately to the mezzanine floor. 
I followed them upstairs. 

The two naval officers were still there. This time they were very abusive, insulting 
everybody in their presence, shouting that Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of the 
United States, was a “son of a bitch” and challenged everyone to fight them. 

One of the officers had his coat and tie and his collar insignia off. Mr. Duff 
addressed this officer saying, “Major, won’t you please come along with me?” He 
replied, “I don’t give a about being a major,” and began to use abusive 
language to Mr. Duff. Mr. Duff ordered one of his assistants to call the Military Police. 

About 10 minutes later a military police lieutenant and two soldiers from the 
Military Police arrived. The M. P. lieutenant assisted one naval officer to dress. 
After he was dressed the M.P.s led the two naval officers down the stairs. On the way 
down they continued their abusive and insulting language and challenged anyone 
there to fight. 

During all my observations I did not see Daniel J. Tobin near any of these scenes. 

Sworn to before me, this 7th day of October, 1944. 





Claims Officer Cursed Commander-in-Chief 


STATE OF NEW YORK ) Ss: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK | ~~" 





, New York City, New York, being duly sworn, says that on the 
night of September 23, 1944 I attended the dinner of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, at the Statler Hotel, which was addressed by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
President of the United States. 

A short time prior to the arrival of the President, as the guests were assembling, 
I had occasion to leave the banquet hall. While passing the mezzanine floor I saw 
two young naval officers, one a Lieutenant Commander, the other a Lieutenant Senior 
Grade, who appeared to be very much drunk. 

Each of them held a long-stemmeéd red flower in his hand before his face and 
chanted “We want Dewey”—“We want Dewey.” I paused a while to observe the 
spectacle and noticed that while many of the guests passed the officers on the way 
to the banquet hall no one molested them or even talked to them, until one of the 
naval officers began to interrupt guests who were on their way to the bariquet and 
make outrageously insulting and profane remarks such as “To hell with the Teamsters’ 
Union,” “—— President Roosevelt,” “The Commander-in-Chief is a son of a bitch.” 
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Despite the provocation I saw no one raise a hand against them or make any 
offensive remarks in return. I did hear one man plead with them to be good fellows 
and leave before they got into trouble, as everyone could see they were drunk, and 
that their Commander-in-Chief was to speak here soon. 

After the address when the gathering was formally adjourned I left the banquet 
hall to telephone my wife. It must have been 15 minutes later that I returned to the 
mezzanine floor and saw the same two naval officers, one with his coat off. A crowd 
was around and an officer of the Shore Patrol was there. 

I heard Pete Hoban of the Chicago Milk Drivers’ Union ask the officer who had 
his coat off to give him his name. The second naval officer shouted out, “Don’t give 
it to him. Don’t give it to him.” The officer of the Shore Patrol was doing what he 
could to quiet them. I learned that some kind of fracas took place just before I 
returned to the mezzanine floor. 

At no time was Daniel J. Tobin on the mezzanine while the incidents I described 
occurred. 


Sworn to before me, this 9th day of October, 1944. 


“To Hell With Commander-in-Chief” 


STATE OF NEW YORK Ss: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK ; 





, being duly sworn, says that on September 23, 1944 I was covering 
the banquet of the International Brothérhood of Teamsters held at the Hotel Statler, 
Washington, D. C., as a photographer. The President of the United States addressed 
that banquet. At the close of the banquet, after the President had left, I remained 
in the banquet hall to make additional photographs of honored guests on the dias. 
Daniel J. Tobin, Henry Kaiser and Joseph Padway were in a group together. 

I was waiting for William Green, president of the American Federation of Labor, 
who was talking to a Mr. J. Jacobs, to join the group for a photograph. Daniel J. Tobin 
was anxious to leave for his room and I heard him invite the group to come to his room. 
Thereafter I left the banquet hall. 

On my way through the mezzanine I heard a commotion. When I reached the 
stairway leading from the mezzanine to the lobby I saw two naval officers who appeared 
to be drunk in the company of some military police. 

Both officers were cursing and using profane language, yelling “To hell with the 
Commander-in-Chief,” and shouting that the Teamsters were “suckers.” 

I overheard someone in the crowd on the stairway say to the officer, “Do you 
realize you are insulting your Commander-in-Chief?” One of the naval officers 
responded with “ you and the Commander-in-Chief.” 

On the driveway in the hotel grounds, where a patrol car was waiting, I saw one 
of the naval officers who was acting very boisterous take his coat off and challenge the 
group around him to a fight. The military police stopped him, and helped get his 
clothes back on. 


I did not see Daniel J. Tobin anywhere around the place while these scenes 
occurred. 


Sworn to before me, this 7th day of October, 1944. 





_” 
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Says Officer Assaulted Boston Man 

On the night of September 23, directly after the dinner held in the Statler Hotel, 
I was standing with a group of delegates from various sections of the country in the 
mezzanine lobby. I noticed two naval officers, obviously under the influence of liquor, 
walking through the lobby. They came directly to our group and called John F. 
English to one side and although I was not near enough to hear all the conversation, 
I did hear part of it. 

Their remarks were directed at labor unions, the President of our nation and Mr. 
English. The remarks were mixed with profanity of the vilest nature. When the 
conversation got to this stage, Mr. English walked away from them and back to 
our group. 

The two naval officers rushed over and started to abuse him, referring to him as a 
“dirty Democrat.” 

I was nearest the lieutenant commander and I said to him, “We don’t want any 
trouble with you fellows, why don’t you go away and leave us alone?” 

He then said to me, “I will punch you on the nose, you bastard.” 

My answer to him was, “This is not the place for a fight.” 

He answered me by repeating his threat of punching my nose and referring to me 
as a “son of a bitch of a Democrat” and then he punched me on the chin. 

I took hold of him by the coat lapels and sat him down in a chair against the wall 
and held him there. He attempted to rise and free himself and I held him firmly 
despite the fact he kicked me in the groin and bit my hand 

All during this I did not strike him once or abuse him other than to hold him firmly 
in the chair and at no time did any other person come near either of us. Rather than 
put up with this kind of trouble and abuse I then pulled him out of the chair and 
pushed him in a telephone booth in the lobby and held him there and again I want to 
repeat I did not at any time strike this officer. What went on in regards to the other 
officer I do not know because I was at all times busy trying to quiet the lieutenant 
commander, who was very much under the influence of liquor. 

When the hotel employees arrived I released him and stood there until the Shore 
Patrol came and removed them from the hotel. 





Milwaukee Man Saw Fracas 
STATE OF WISCONSIN  g. 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY ; 


, being first duly sworn, on oath deposes and says, that on Saturday 
night, September 23, 1944, about 11:30 P. M., he was on the mezzanine floor of the 
Statler Hotel in Washington, D. C.; that he had attended the Teamster conference 
dinner at which President Roosevelt was the guest of honor; that after the dinner he 
left the banquet room and stood about talking to various fellows. 

Thereafter he sat down in one of the chairs in the outer corridor on the mezzanine 
floor about midway between the two staircases, and talked to several fellows. 

Thereafter he sat down in one of the chairs in the outer corridor on the mezzanine 
floor about midway between the two staircases, and talked to several fellows; that 
his attention was directed to a commotion about 40 or 50 feet away; that he walked 
over and saw several fellows standing about a chair in which a naval officer, a 
lieutenant commander, was seated. 

The fellows around such naval officer were talking to him, and asking him to keep 
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calm and behave, but he was kicking at the men, seemed to be quite belligerent, and 
tried to strike at these fellows; that he saw another naval officer standing about 10 
feet away arguing with several fellows; the fellow in the chair was very loud and 
vociferous, was cussing the fellows. 

However, the Teamster representatives refused to pay any attention to such carry- 
ings on because they seemed to keep in mind that he was a navy man; also they seemed 
to realize that he was intoxicated. 

The other naval officer who was standing arguing with the other fellows and whom 
I since understand was Lieut. Dickins, took an obstinate stand and also cussed our 
fellows. 

While arguing and talking with the fellows about him, the lieutenant suddenly 
struck out at one of the fellows, who then struck back in self-defense. 

After a few blows the parties were separated and the lieutenant invited any other 
person in the party to fight, which the fellows refused to do, The lieutenant repeated 
his invitation to the various delegates to come on and fight, but again the fellows did 
not want to get into any fights with men in uniform, particularly with féllows who 
were under the influence of liquor. 

In the meantime a call was made for the manager of the hotel to get the Military 
Police to take the men away, as it was evident that so long as these naval officers were 
in the hotel they would look for trouble. Shortly thereafter the Military Police 
arrived, and even in the presence of the Military Police the two naval officers were 
inviting delegates to fight. Finally the Military Police were able to convince the two 
naval officers to leave with them. 

As they were leaving by the east staircase these officers spoke disrespectfully and 
swore and were abusive of and towards the President, their uniforms, and of the 
persons about them. 

During the time that Lieut. Dickins engaged in this scuffle with one of the 
delegates, the lieutenant commander got off his chair and attempted to get into a fight. 
Then a couple of the men took hold of him and pushed him into a telephone booth to 
keep him from fighting. 

Before the door of the booth was closed, he began swinging and kicking at the 
fellows who tried to prevent him from getting into the fight. He was held in the booth 
until the arrival of the Military Police and was then released. 

During the commotion one of the Teamster delegates said: “Why don’t you fellows 
go home and leave the delegates alone. We are not looking for any fight, especially 
with anyone in uniform.” 

The lieutenant said: “To hell with the uniform. We will take off the uniforms and 
invite you to fight if that is what you are looking for.” 

After the scuffle, when the parties were separated. the lieutenant said: “Well, does 
anyone else want a licking?” 

I am making this affidavit for the purpose of setting forth the facts and circum- 
stances as I know them concerning the scuffle between the two naval officers and the 
Teamster delegates, following the banquet at which President Roosevelt was a guest 
of the Teamsters’ International. 

It is my opinion that the naval officers, under the influence of liquor, provoked a 
fight and tried to get the Teamster delegates involved in a fight. 

The Teamster delegates tried to avoid the fight and cannot be blamed for anything 
that transpired in connection with such commotion. 
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Asserts Officers Tried to Provoke Fight 


STATE OF WISCONSIN Ss: 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY ‘ 





, being first duly sworn, on oath, deposes and says that on Saturday 
night, September 23, 1944, about 11:30 P. M., he was on the mezzanine floor of the 
Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C.; that he had attended the Teamster convention 
dinner at which President Roosevelt was the guest of honor; that after the dinner he 
left the banquet room and was standing talking to and others on the 
mezzanine floor in the outer corridor about midway between the two staircases; that 
his attention was directed to a commotion about 40 feet or so away; that he went 
over and saw a naval officer seated on a chair with several fellows around him; the 
officer was kicking and trying to punch at the boys, but a couple of fellows sort of 
pushed him back in the chair and tried to hold him there; that while the first officer 
was being held in the chair, another naval officer with him started to argue with the 
fellows and told them to let the first officer out of the chair; the fellows said they 
would if they would behave but that he was looking for a fight and insisted on hitting 
at them; on several occasions the fellows thought they had him quieted down, and 
they sort of left him alone, when he started jumping up, kicking at them, pushing and 
punching at them, whereupon they put him back into the chair; while he was being 
held in the chair the second naval officer started a fight with one of the Teamsters; 
the naval officer, a lieutenant commander, who was seated in the chair, got out of the 
chair, and when one of the boys grabbed his hand to try to hold him, he bit the hand 
about the wrist and drew blood; several of us then pushed him over towards a telephone 
booth and kept him there; that affiant was kicked in the stomach four or five times 
in that process, but affiant did not hit back and merely tried to hold the officer and 
push him into the booth, and keep him there; that several of us kept him in the 
telephone booth until the Military Police arrived, at which time we turned him over 
to the Military Police; he was yelling and banging at the phone booth all the time he 
was there. 

From the general appearance of what went on, and what we saw, it is my opinion 
that these naval officers were picking a fight, which the Teamsters were trying to 
avoid; affiant noticed that both naval officers were under the influence of liquor; 
they definitely were drunk, the odor of liquor was considerable. 








Look for Shop Card at Gas Stations 








M* over-the-road and transport driv- 

ers are failing to look for the Team- 
ster shop card before patronizing gas sta- 
tions, according to Joseph Caminiti, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Midwest Petroleum 
Union Conference. 

A facsimile of the shop card appears on 
the back cover of this magazine every 
month. It should be familiar to every Team- 





ster and he should not buy gas from a sta- 
tion which does not display it, unless he 
knows that the station is fair in every par- 
ticular to this union. 

All union officials are requested to urge 
their members to look for the shop card. 
It is difficult enough to organize these com- 
panies without having members of our own 
union patronize unfair ones. 
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Officer Challenged Business Man 


Chicago Sun Prints True Story of Brawl 


From the Chicago Sun 


tures committee has voted not to in- 
vestigate the tempest-in-a-teapot at Wash- 
ington’s Statler Hotel, at least some of the 
reported details of the altercation between 
two naval officers and several members of 
the International Teamsters’ Union (AFL) 
who had attended a dinner for President 
Roosevelt a short time before, can be told. 

Despite all the anti-administration propa- 
ganda representing the Statler melee as a 
“battle” in which the two officers were beat 
up because they would not answer belliger- 
ent queries from the union members as to 
whom they intended to vote for, the follow- 
ing facts have been established: 

1. A well-to-do Washington business 
man, who can only be referred to as John, 
left the after-dinner discussion some time 
after the departure of President Roosevelt, 
and was confronted in the corridor of the 
Statler mezzanine by two naval officers 
whom he did not know. One of them asked, 
“Who are you going to vote for, Bud?” He 
stopped and exchanged a few pleasantries 
but declined to commit himself on his politi- 
cal preference, whereupon one of the officers 
boisterously tried to put an armlock on him. 
Being of powerful build, he pushed both 
men aside and proceeded down the stairs. 

2. The two officers who later said they 
were “assaulted” by at least half a dozen 
Teamsters, are Lt. Randolph Dickins Jr. 
and Lt. Cmdr. James H. Suddeth. Dickins 
is a stepson of Lothrop Stoddard, well- 


N° that the Senate campaign expendi- 





HE 64th annual convention of the Ameri- 
i Federation of Labor opened its ses- 
sions in New Orleans the day this magazine 
went to press. It is, therefore, impossible to 
report any of the proceedings which would 
be of interest to Teamsters. 





-known writer and an editorialist on the 


Washington Star, who is known to be a bit- 
ter opponent of the re-election of President 
Roosevelt. There have been a number of 
allegations that Stoddard tipped off his step- 
son’s version of the Statler row to the isola- 
tionist Washington Times-Herald, which 
also serves the Chicago Tribune, when his 
own paper refused to handle the story. 
Lt. Cmdr. Suddeth was a flight engineer for 
Eastern Air Lines before the war, and 
reportedly a close friend of Capt. Eddie 
Rickenbacker, president of Eastern, whose 
anti-union views are well known. 

3. Another witness, who is not a Team- 
ster, but had offered to testify if an investi- 
gation were held by the Senate campaign 
expenditures committee, asserts that for 10 
minutes before the Teamsters and the naval 
officers really began to argue, the officers 
were trying to “start something” by shout- 
ing imprecations about President Roosevelt, 
who had already left. Some 40 or 50 dinner 
guests who were standing about ignored the 
shouting as long as they could, then asked 
the officers to desist. 

4. The Senate committee realized that if 
a report were made reflecting on the conduct 
of the officers, it might ruin their navy 
careers. Since the only newspapers which 
had given any considerable publicity to. the 
affair, through distorted and political ver- 
sions of what happened, were those of the 
McCormick-Patterson-Hearst group, it was 
decided to drop the whole thing. 


The report of the Teamster delegates will 
be carried in the next issue of this magazine, 
together with other news of the important 
gathering of labor. 

The meeting opened with the AFL having 
an all-time record membership of 6,806,913. 
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Dangerous Driving Season Starts 


BY B. D. JONES 
Secretary, Safe Winter Driving League 


NLESS motor vehicle operators in over 
U 30 northern states take practical pre- 
cautions for the increased hazards of winter 
driving, there can be a serious lack of high- 
way transportation by next spring, Pro- 
fessor Amos E. Neyhart of the Pennsylvania 
State College, predicts. 

“T have just seen results of research into 
last winter’s accidents to essential vehicles, 
made by Professor Ralph A. Moyer of Iowa 
State College, who is chairman of the Na- 
tional Safety Council’s Committee on Win- 
ter Driving Hazards,” he said. 

“Skidding and reduced visibility in 36 
snow-belt states ran the mileage death rate 
up 53 per cent over the summer rate in those 
states, while unusually severe snow and ice 
conditions south of the Mason-Dixon line 
caused an increase of 24 per cent in some 
of the other 12 states. 

“All drivers of vehicles essential to war- 
time economy should immediately prepare 
and repair winter safety equipment such 
as windshield defrosters, anti-skid chains, 
heaters, and windshield wipers. Equipment 
which cannot be replaced can be repaired, 
if it is done now.” 

Pointing out that inadequate traction and 
reduced visibility are the main causes of 
increased traffic death rate and winter 
smashups, Neyhart said that many vehicle 
owners maintain good condition of standard 
equipment, but often fail to prepare for 
added hazards of the snow and ice season 
until too late. 

Professor Neyhart, administrative head 
of the Penn State Institute of Public Safety, 
is also road-training consultant for the 
American Automobile Association and coun- 
selor of the commercial vehicle section of 
the ‘National Safety Council. 


“This must not be a winter for blind 
driving or a skid to the junkpile,” he warned. 
“Baby your buggy, be it car or truck, for 
motor vehicles are vital to victory and civil- 
ian economy and new ones won’t be avail- 
able until later than you think.” 

The following practices, based on Na- 
tional Safety Council research, are recom- 
mended “winter rules for auto pools” or all 
who must drive this winter: 

1. If you must drive this winter, fill your 
car to comfortable capacity and go prepared 
to get through, regardless of snow or ice. 

2. Reduce your speed to conform to the 
conditions of the road—and take no chances. 

3. Use tire chains on ice and snow to 
reduce braking distances as much as 40 or 
50 per cent. Chains also provide necessary 
“go” traction, and uniformity in perform- 
ance under severe winter road conditions. 

4. Follow other vehicles at a safe dis- 
tance. It takes from 3 to 11 times as long 
to stop without anti-skid chains when pave- 
ments are snowy or icy. 

5. Apply brakes on slippery pavements 
lightly and with a pumping action. If you 
jam on the brakes, they may lock and throw 
your car into a dangerous skid. Try to avoid 
need for making a quick stop in front of 
another vehicle. A rear-end collision may 
cripple your car for the duration. 

6. Keep windshield and windows clear 
of snow and ice outside, and fog and frost 
inside. Remember, you must see danger to 
avoid it. 


7. Keep posted on winter road and 
weather conditions. A safe driver is always 
aware of his limitations and equipped to 
get through safely and on time. Be a good 
defensive driver. - 
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WENTY-ONE more Teamsters have lost their lives in the service of their country; 

19 in combat and two in training accidents. The casualty lists reported by local 
secretaries include the famous fighting name of Evans Carlson Jr., the son of the 
celebrated commander of Carlson’s Marine Raiders. 


The son, Capt. Carlson, also of the marines, was wounded on Saipan and is a 
member of Local No. 241 of Los Angeles. Six other Teamsters were reported as 
wounded in action. The latest list of sacrifice by members of this union follows: 


Killed in Action 

SGT. JAMES C. HARRELL, Local No. 752, St. Louis. He was an infantryman and 
was killed in France. 

LEE GILILAND, rank not given, Local No. 454, Springfield, Ohio. He was killed 
in Italy. 

PVT. WILLIAM BARTON, Local No. 544, Minneapolis. Originally reported missing, 
he is found to have died of wounds received in France. 

S/SGT. HOWARD M. MAUSER, Local No. 180, Cincinnati. He was killed in France. 


THOMAS McDERMOTT JR., rank not given, Local No. 407, Cleveland. He was 
killed in France with Gen. Patton’s tank destroyer force. His father is also a 
member of Local No. 407. 


BAPTISTE TOMONELLI, rank not given, Local No. 630, Los Angeles. He was 
killed in Normandy on D Day. 

S/SGT. T. BERNARD McDONALD, Local No. 485, Pittsburgh. A gunner on a 
B-25 bomber, McDonald was killed over Truk. 

LIEUT. NORMAN OPFERMAN, Local No. 485, Pittsburgh. He was killed in the 
invasion of France. 

PVT. LOUIS TOTERO, Local No. 485, Pittsburgh. Killed in France. 

LIEUT. GEORGE ERKMAN, Local No. 485, Pittsburgh. Erkman was killed in Italy. 

PVT. JOHN CHRISTIAN, Local No. 787, Albany, N. Y. He was killed in Italy. 

CPL. RUSSELL SOMERVILLE, Local No. 560, Hoboken, N. J. An air corps gunner, 


Somerville was shot down in the Pacific. His father is a business agent of the union 
to which he belonged. 


DAVID R. WORTMAN, rank not given, Local No. 485, Pittsburgh. He was killed 
in France on October 21. 


LIEUT. JOHN MERKLING, Local No. 364, Elkhart, Ind. Merkling was a co-pilot 
on a B-24 bomber. He was shot down over the English Channel. 
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GEORGE GERVAIS, rank not given, Local No. 170, Worcester, Mass. Killed in Italy. 

PVT. EDWARD ARNETH, Local No. 807, New York City. Arneth was killed in 
France. 

TAYLOR BEECHER, rank not given, Local No. 594, Chattanooga, Tenn. No 
details given. 

PVT. SHEPPARD MESS, Local No. 170, Worcester, Mass. Mess, an infantryman, 
was killed in France. 


RAY GARMAN, rank not given, Local No. 67, Washington, D. C. He was killed 
during the invasion of France. 


Killed in Service 
T/CPL. WALTER J. BIBINGER, Local No. 469, Perth Amboy, N. J. He was killed 
in a training accident at Camp Claiborne, La. 


LIEUT. GEORGE HELFEND, Local No. 630, Los Angeles. Killed in an airplane 
crash near Camp McCall, N.C. 


Wounded in Action 
CAPT. EVANS CARLSON JR., USMC, Local No. 241, Los Angeles. Carlson is the 
son of the famed commander of the Marine Raiders. He was wounded on Saipan. 


CPL. EDWARD F. BARRY JR., Local No. 170, Worcester, Mass. He was wounded 
in Luxembourg. 


SGT. OLLIE HALL, Local No. 958, Minneapolis. Hall was wounded on New Guinea. 


CPL. TED SALVINA, Local No. 360, Milwaukee. He was wounded with the 350th 
Inf. overseas. 


SGT. EDWARD J. THOMAS, Local No. 453, Cumberland, Md., wounded in France. 
PFC. CLARENCE McCARTHY, Local No. 453, Cumberland, Md., wounded in Italy. 


SGT. JAMES P. McCARTHY, Local No. 829, Boston. Wounded in Normandy and 
cited for bravery. His citation appears elsewhere in this issue. 


Missing in Action 


SGT. JAMES HURLEY, Local No. 807, New York City. Hurley was a waist gunner. 
The waist of his plane was shot away on a bombing mission over Berlin. His 
parachute opened as he fell and he was last seen waving farewell to his pilot. 


Prisoner of War 


S/SGT. RAYMOND W. GARVEY, Local No. 170, Worcester, Mass. Originally 
reported missing in action, Garvey is now a prisoner in Germany. 


Decorated for Bravery 


LIEUT. CHARLES K. BOLACK JR., Local No. 170, Worcester, Mass. With the 
9th Air Force, Bolack has received his eighth oak leaf cluster. He also wears the 
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air Medal. 


CAPT. WALTER E. WHITNEY, Local No. 170, Worcester, Mass. Whitney has been 
awarded the Bronze Star for meritorious combat service. 
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Army, Navy Leaders, Praise Labor 


Production Is Good Job, Well Done, They Say 


ABOR hasn’t done much in the war, to hear 
some people tell it. And those are the 
people who find newspapers and radio sta- 
tions so eager to circulate their remarks. 
The newspaper and radio campaign has 
been part of a general campaign to preju- 
dice labor with the public and to destroy its 
political and economic influence. 
The theme has been that our troops have 


suffered from lack of supplies or weapons 
and the inference is that casualties have 
been heavier because of labor’s lack of co- 
operation at home. 

The following statements from men who 
know were assembled by Labor’s Monthly 
Survey. They come largely from the United 
States Labor Press service and Labor-Man- 
agement News: 








Donald M. Nelson, Chairman of the War Production Board: “As we look back 
over these critical war years, it is very clear that the men in the mines and the shops and 
the factories have met their responsibilities splendidly. The biggest job in the history 
of the world was given to us to do when we got into this war; that job has been done, 
in the main, better than any of us had any reason to expect. The difficulties and 
misunderstandings which have cropped up along the way can be seen now in their ' 
proper perspective as mere incidents along the road. All in all, labor is fully entitled 
to a feeling of honest pride.” 

President Roosevelt, in a Labor Day statement: “Our soldiers, sailors and marines 
are carrying on an amazing offensive all over the world. They are doing it with the 
finest weapons in the world—weapons which have been made possible only by the 
unwavering loyalty and unflagging resolution of the workers and managers of our 
industries.” 

Joseph Keenan, WPB Vice-Chairman: “I cannot find any evidence to show that 
production is being troubled by any ‘flight’ of workers out of war jobs into civilian jobs.” 

Rear Admiral C. H. Woodward, USN, chief, Industrial Incentive Division: “The 
U. S. Navy salutes with extra pride the men and women of the production line. Over 
this past year, American labor has written an epic of accomplishment into history. The 
mere facts of this achievement were sufficient to give the enemy pause before the realities 
of this production miracle staggered him. But behind the astronomical figures, the 
gigantic sum total of this accomplishment has been the contribution of each individual. 
The courage and patience and quiet strength of every worker in every plant are the 
simple things which made up this miracle.” 

Maj. Gen. Lucius D. Clay, director of materiel for the army: “We have met every 
demand for munitions and supplies since the beginning of the war. We are grateful for 
the production effort the country has made up to the present time.” ‘ 

The late Lieut. Gen. Lesley J. McNair: “The part of Labor and Industry in this a 
fight is clear—weapons, ammunition, signal equipment, transportation and many other : 
vital items of equipment and supplies. Our infantry has never lacked them and owes 
much to the home front. May this fine support never falter through the hard fighting 
yet to come.” 

Under-Secretary of War Robert P. Patterson: “Allied fire superiority over the Ger- 
mans is almost four to one, a tribute to American industry, both management and labor.” 
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Two Teamsters Elected to Congress 


Minnesota Voters Defeat GOP Isolationists 


Editor’s Note—Melvin Maas is the congressman who injected himself into the 

investigation of the Statler brawl and attempted to turn it to Republican political 

advantage. Maas said the Teamster affidavits giving the true version of the 

brawl were “bold lies.” The people of St. Paul evidently did not believe him 

because they defeated him and elected a Teamster business agent to Congress 
in his place. 


BY JACK KEEFE 
Editor, Minnesota Teamster 


RANK T. STARKEY, a leading Teamsters’ 
Union official, and William J. Gallagher, 
retired Teamster of Minneapolis, were elect- 
ed to Congress on November 7 replacing two 
arch-isolationists who have voted against 
labor at every turn. 

Both the newly-elected congressmen are 
strong supporters of Roosevelt’s foreign 
policy for a strong world organization to 
keep the peace. 

Congressman-elect Starkey, possessor of 
one of the keenest minds in the labor move- 
ment in Minnesota, defeated Melvin J. 
Maas, Republican, who has been in Con- 
gress since 1926 with the exception of 
1934-35. Starkey attributed his victory to 
a large extent to the work done by St. Paul 
Teamsters, and the stand of Senator Joe 
Ball, also of St. Paul, in support of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

Starkey declared the day after election 
at a meeting of Minneapolis and St. Paul 
AFL union business agents that he intended 
to follow the lead of Senator Ball on ques- 
tions of foreign policy. 

He and Senator Ball have been friends 
for 20 years. Senator Ball, also speaking at 
the meeting, put his stamp of approval on 
Starkey by saying the defeat of isolationists 
gives more hope of attaining a lasting peace. 

Starkey was the organizer of the St. Paul 
Milk Drivers’ Union No. 546, and was its 
first part-time and full-time business agent. 
While he was secretary-treasurer of Local 
No. 546 he served eight years in the Minne- 


sota legislature and was a leader in promot- 
ing labor legislation. 

His particular forte was workmen’s com- 
pensation legislation, and after his eight 
years in the legislature he was named to the 
state industrial commission, which handled 
workmen’s compensation cases. After six 
years as a commissioner he was appointed 
research director of the Minnesota State 
Federation of Labor, directing the legisla- 
tive program of organized labor in the state. 

At present Starkey, now 52, is business 
representative of Local No. 546. Last year 
he was president of the Minnesota Confer- 
ence of Teamsters. 

Congressman-elect Gallagher, 69, defeat- 
ed Republican Richard Pillsbury Gale in 
the Third congressional district (part of 
Minneapolis and suburban areas) in the 
prize upset in the state. Gale, a fence-sitting 
isolationist, who comes from one of the first 
families of the state, was beaten in a district 
that has been heavily Republican the past 
six years. 

Gallagher was a member of one of the 
first Teamster unions in Minneapolis, City 
and Sanitary Drivers’ Union No. 664, which 
represents municipal workers. He was a 
strong union member during the dozen 
years he belonged to the union, retiring in 
1942, on a pension of $25.48 a month. He 
raised campaign money by working as a 
janitor. 

After his surprise victory he was ques- 
tioned about his vocational background for 
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the job of congressman. Gallagher asserted: 

“T’m not a bit ashamed of being a labor- 
ing man. The working men and women and 
the farmers elected me. And I’m going to 
take office knowing their problems. 

“TI believe strongly in an international 
police force. Because of the destructive 
power of modern warfare, the international 
governing body will have to have forces 
ready for instant action to combat ag- 
gressors.” 

And domestically Gallagher’s congres- 
sional efforts will be directed in part to 
bring into effect $60 a month pensions. 

The victories of Starkey and Gallagher 
were gratifying to Teamsters all over the 
state, as well as all organized labor. 

In Minneapolis the Roosevelt-Truman 
labor committee, formed by Teamsters, 


raised considerable funds and carried on a 
systematic program by mail to get out the 
heaviest labor vote in years. 

In St. Paul, Teamster union officers and 
members worked night and day for Star- 
key’s election. 

In Duluth the Teamsters formed a Com- 
mittee of 48, named after Joint Council No. 
48, to get out a thumping vote for the 
Democratic ticket and the state Democratic- 
Farmer-Labor ticket, under which Starkey 
and Gallagher were elected. 

Teamsters in St. Cloud, Brainerd and 
other communities likewise took a leading 
part in getting out the tremendous labor 
vote. Labor leaders here viewed the elec- 
tion results as a resurgence of liberal 
strength in Minnesota, dormant since the 
death of Gov. Floyd B. Olson. 


Wounded Boston Member Cited for Bravery 


or heroism which almost cost him his 

life, Sgt. James P. McCarthy, former 

president of Local No. 829 of Boston, has 
been awarded the Silver Star. 

McCarthy was wounded during the Nor- 
mandy invasion and has been flown back 
to this country for treatment. He is now in 
the Lovell General Hospital at Camp De- 
vens, Mass. 

His citation follows: 

“On 15 June, 1944, while his platoon was 
making a reconnaissance in force near Car- 
entan, France, Sergeant McCarthy, through 
his own initiative and with disregard for his 
personal safety, worked his way forward 
through heavy enemy machine gun and 





sniper fire until he gained a forward posi- 
tion by which he could observe enemy 
action, machine gun, and sniper positions. 

“As he spotted these positions he passed 
them back to his platoon leader along with 
other important information on the enemy 
movements. Because of the accuracy of his 
information the men of his company were 
able to accomplish their mission. 

“Sergeant McCarthy was wounded dur- 
ing the encounter with the enemy but de- 
spite his wound continued to get his infor- 
mation back to where it was needed. Ser- 
geant McCarthy’s bravery and devotion to 
duty are in the highest tradition of the mili- 
tary service. Entered military service from 
Massachusetts.” 





Truman Committee Report, Number 1—Part 16, March 4, 1944: After listing the 
enormous amounts of war production turned out by American workers and management 
the report says: “This astounding performance exceeds anything of its kind ever 


achieved in the history of the world. The results . . 


high order . 


. evidence accomplishment of a 


. - The success is due to the accumulated efforts of the millions of people 


who have each done their share rather than to any miraculous planning of a few experts 
at the top. The job that has been done not only assures that victory will be won, but it 
assures that it will be won more quickly and with fewer casualties. Our armed forces 


have more and better equipment than our foes.” 
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Election is Warning to Jsolationisls 
Tobin Thanks Those Who Helped in Campaign 


BY DANIEL J. TOBIN 


CANNOT possibly write to each individual 
| who helped me during the campaign in 
our endeavor to elect labor’s friend, Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt. I wish I could 
talk to each of them personally and express 
to them my heartfelt, sincere appreciation. 

However, I left for New Orleans imme- 
diately after the election to take up the 
work of our organization in the building 
trades convention and in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor convention, and I must 
just appeal to our members to accept my 
thanks, through the columns of this, our 
official publication. 

No officer or individual in the labor move- 
ment had more sincere or helpful friends 
and associates than I had in recent months 
in endeavoring to elect the friends of labor 
in the general election. 

Without the help and assistance of those 
friends, who sincerely believed in their 
cause, I could not have done very much. 

With all the punishments that all of us 
have to take in positions of responsibility; 
with the tearing and abuse we get from our 
enemies, which include the unfair employers 
and unscrupulous writers, it is indeed suffi- 
cient recompense and payment to know that 


you have the confidence and the trust and’ 


helpfulness of the officers and members of 
your International Union. 

We first began our educationai program 
at our general conference held in Washing- 
ton, D. C., on September 22, 23 and 24, 
1944. At the banquet of our delegates 
attending that conference, it will forever be 
remembered that the President of the United 
States was our guest of honor. 

He was accompanied, of course, by many 
other outstanding national American busi- 
ness men and statesmen. We did not have 


room to accommodate those of our friends 
in the senate and cabinet who would have 
honored us by their presence. But in addi- 
tion to the President, there were such out- 
standing Americans as Henry Kaiser and 
several others. 

From that conference on, proceeded the 
educational campaign that we carried forth 
day after day and night after night, until 
we heard the good news of the re-election of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. We also heard the 
good news of many isolationists being de- 
feated, such as Senator Nye of North Da- 
kota, Congressman Hamilton Fish of New 
York, Senator Danaher of Connecticut, 
Congressman Day of Illinois and several 
others. 

It was an overwhelming victory for those 
who believe that the war has been carried 
on by President Roosevelt as it should be 
carried on. 

The returns on Tuesday, Miniistane 
7, also gave warning to those who were 
elected that the masses of the Ameri- 
can people will not tolerate isolation- 
ism or technical blocking of treaties or 
understandings reached between our- 
selves and our allies when such agree- 
ments or treaties are reached at the 
ending of the war. 

Those legislators who have been waver- 
ing and who have decided in their hatred 
for President Roosevelt to still continue to 
embarrass and seriously interfere with the 
policies of the President, are digging their 
own political graves, because the American 
people have made their overwhelming deci- 
sion, which is that they will stand for no 
interference such as went on in the last war 
by old Henry Cabot Lodge and his asso- 
ciates. 
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It is well that we have been privileged, as 
an organization of labor, to participate in 
this great event, which undoubtedly will 
create world history and may stabilize world 
civilization and protect generations yet un- 
born. 

I want to sincerely thank, from the bot- 
tom of my heart, every one of our people 
who so generously and unselfishly partici- 
pated in this cause and helped me to do 
whatever I was able to do towards bringing 
about the results of last Tuesday’s election. 
I want to assure you again, my fellow mem- 
bers, that whatever I did, I had in mind 
only the best interests of the working peo- 
ple of America, and especially the members 
of our International Union. 

If things do not go right from now on, 
don’t blame anyone because we judged and 
pursued a course in accordance with the 
records up to the time of the election. 

We carried out the purposes and prin- 
ciples of the organized labor movement of 
America which have been expressed in every 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor for 25 years, which expression and 
declaration is, “Support your friends, defeat 
your enemies.” In doing that we felt we 
were doing the right thing. 

Leaders in the labor movement who stand 
aloof and do nothing, in our judgment, are 
not complying with the declaration of the 
American Federation of Labor or of the 
organized workers of the nation. It is an 
entirely different thing to endorse one or 
two, a dozen or a hundred candidates who 
have been the friends of labor, than it is to 
endorse an entire political party. 

The general president would be untrue 
to his pledge and promise and his obligation 
to his members unless he did everything 








This is the time to strengthen, not to weaken, the social security system. It is 
time now to prepare for the security of workers in the postwar years. .. . 


he could towards the election of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

By unanimous vote, almost 900 delegates, 
representing almost our entire membership, 
adopted a resolution commanding the presi- 
dent of the International Union and all 
other members of the International Union, 
to do everything in their power towards the 
election of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The members of the general executive 
board and the organizers carried out those 
instructions to the letter. First the resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted by the gen- 
eral executive board in Chicago in August, 
1944, 

Next, the resolution adopted by the gen- 
eral executive board endorsing Roosevelt 
was submitted to the convention held in 
the Departmental Auditorium, Washington, 
D. C., on September 23, 1944, and was 
again unanimously adopted. 

It was then the duty of all officers and 
members to observe the unanimous decision 
of the International conference. If the gen- 
eral president disobeyed this order, he could 
be removed from office and perhaps deprived 
of membership. 

Our members can rest assured that the 
name and standing of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters is today recog- 
nized all over the civilized world, and we 
promise you that while we are entrusted 
with the duties of our office we will continue 
to defend and promote the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, to whom we owe 
everything that we are and that we have, 
as long as we live; but we also promise that 
this promotion and protection shall be 
within the laws of the land and the laws of 
justice. 





This is one case in which social and fiscal objectives, war and postwar aims are 
in full accord. Expanded social security, together with other fiscal measures, 
would set up a bulwark of economic security for the people now and after the 
war and at the same time would provide anti-inflationary sources for financing 


the war.—President Roosevelt. 
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Telin Commends Sen. Wagner 


Addresses Rally in Madison Square Garden 


ARMLY indorsing Senator Robert F. 
Wagner of New York for re-election, 
Daniel J. Tobin spoke to a Democratic rally 
in Madison Square Garden on November 2. 
His speech in behalf of Wagner and the 
national administration follows: 


I am indeed happy and privileged to be 
here with you this evening to say a word in 
behalf of the candidates of the Democratic 
party, who I believe are the best for the 
people of our country. In spite of the divi- 
sion in labor—and organized labor is en- 
titled to the same consideration as other 
human institutions; it is entitled to its per- 
centage of mistakes and misunderstand- 
ings—one thing that has been proven in this 
campaign is that labor is a unit, is 100 per 
cent behind the candidacy of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, and Senator 
Bob Wagner. 

On November 7 we will be called upon to 
vote for the men who are to carry on the 
domestic affairs of this nation, to continue 
the war to a successful ending, and then to 
take up the discussions and machinery deal- 
ing with the peace—peace that will protect 
us and future generations from another 
slaughter similar to what many of us have 
endured twice in our lifetime. 

First let me say what I think of the can- 
didacy of Senator Wagner. I have known 
no man in the United States Senate or in 
the Congress of the United States who has 
worked so unselfishly in the interests of the 
nation and especially in behalf of the toilers, 
as has Senator Wagner. 

In every convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for forty years it has been 
our pledged doctrine and solemn promise 
that the men of labor would support their 
friends and defeat their enemies. 

Then is there anyone, organized or unor- 


ganized, who can find in the whole record of 
this man Wagner any thing or any act at 
any time in which he ever hesitated to be a 
friend of labor? 

Was he ever forgetful of his real responsi- 
bilities and of his real friends? There is a 
duty that the representatives of labor owe 
to the membership that they represent, to 
support and work for labor’s friends. It can 
be truthfully said that the masses of the 
working people have not only sustained 
their friends in the State of New York but 
in every other state, and I am confident that 
they will not forget in the coming election 
to support Senator Wagner. 

With Wagner and Mead in the senate 
backing up the President of the United 
States, we know that he will have two senate 
fighters to help him in putting over what- 
ever agreements are entered into with our 
allies in this great war, so that those agree- 
ments will be approved by the United States 
senate and not sabotaged and destroyed as 
they were by Henry Cabot Lodge and his 
associates after the ending of the first World 
War, when President Wilson was crucified 
because of the determination of the Repub- 
lican senate of those days to destroy and 
nullify all that President Wilson had done 
to preserve the peace of the world for future 
generations. 

What shall I say about the candidacy of 
President Roosevelt? 

It is difficult to find words sufficiently 
able to describe what this man has endured 
in recent years in the struggle he has had, to 
save not only our country, but the world, 
from the tyrants who were determined and 
almost succeeded in destroying civilization. 

To contemplate for a moment making a 
change in the position of the Presidency of 
the United States at this time is somewhat 
depressing. 
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Of course, there is no danger of electing 
the Republican candidate, but to be sure 
that nothing like this could possibly hap- 
pen, which would endanger the whole civi- 
lized world, it is well that each individual 
take upon himself the task of not only going 
to the polls and voting, but in seeing to it 
that his relatives and neighbors also go and 
deliver the goods. 

Applause and passing resolutions of ap- 
proval on the actions of the chief executive 
of the nation are splendid, encouraging and 
deserving, but there is more than that in- 
volved in our duty as citizens. 

We must do everything in our power to 
see to it that Franklin Delano Roosevelt is 
returned to office in order to protect us and 
all the peoples of the world and the civiliza- 
tion that we stand for and believe in, from 
future wars, and in order that we may speed- 
ily bring this conflict to an ending and bring 
back to our homes our loved ones. 

We had crusaders in olden times who 
traveled under hardships and privations 
over vast spaces in Europe in order to reach 
a certain goal. There is need for you to 
become crusaders in this great conflict now 
confronting our nation. 





All of us cannot be outstanding leaders 
in this great struggle in which almost the 
entire human family is involved, but all of 
us can do our share and play our part in 
this disastrous tragedy, and all of us should 
feel extremely privileged that circumstances 
have given us an opportunity to serve in our 
respective capacities and perform the tasks 
that have been allotted to us. 

We should indeed be grateful to God for 
having permitted us to do our share in this 
great struggle of humanity which will have 
a tendency to preserve future civilizations 
and protect the lives of the generations yet 
unborn from the destruction, suffering, and 
slaughter which multitudes are now endur- 
ing in many countries throughout the world. 

One of the most important and helpful 
methods in which we can be instrumental 
in saving the world is for all of us to join 
hands together with our friends and our 
associates and march on triumphant, shoul- 
der to shoulder, on next Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 7, by casting our vote and returning by 
an overwhelming majority to the offices for 
which they are nominated, Senator Wagner, 
Harry S. Truman, and Franklin D. Roose- 
velt. 


Clothing Relief Drives are Unified 


ENCEFORTH the collection of clothing 
a for all victims of Germany and Japan 
will be handled in one drive through the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Agency. 

This will assure clothing to every nation 
needing it and will eliminate all the need for 
separate drives for the relief of each nation. 

Announcement that the UNRRA would 
handle the collection of clothing was an- 
nounced by Matthew Woll, president of 
Labor League for Human Rights, which in- 
dorses the UNRRA program. 

In view of this, it is not necessary for 


Teamster unions throughout the country to 
donate time or effort to the Russian War 
Relief or any other organization than that 
sponsored by the United Nations for the 
benefit of all. 

The UNRRA will work through churches, 
schools and other agencies to collect cloth- 
ing for all nations at one time. This will 
avoid the confusion resulting from separate 
appeals in behalf of individual nations. 

The Russian relief operated through 
house-to-house pickups and has done an 
excellent job of helping distress among the 
people who suffered from German brutality. 





Come what may, the American Federation of Labor will go on working with 
might and main for victory. No strike will be authorized, approved or condoned 
by the American Federation of Labor and its affiliated unions until the enemies 


of America have been forced to surrender unconditionally —William Green. 
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Se Sorry, Please — 


Throw Them Out! 


Western People Don’t Want Japs—Neither Do We 


BY LESTER M. HUNT > 


44 @~ 0 sorry, please. No Japs wanted— 
now or ever.” This is the attitude of 
the Western Conference of Teamsters. 

It was expressed in the form of a resolu- 
tion adopted at a recent convention in Seat- 
tle of the delegates representing more than 
100,000 organized Teamsters in the Far 
West. 

The resolution demanded that the Japs 
never be permitted to return to the states 
from which they were moved by the army 
as a war security measure. 

Regardless of the action of the federal 
authorities, the Teamsters will not accept 
the Japs. In this position, the Teamsters 
echo the sentiments of the West. They don’t 
want them back, and they won't take them 
back. 

The indications are that the western cli- 
mate will not be healthy for Japs for a long 
time to come. 

The West remembers the boys it lost in 
the Pacific. 

It remembers how it fought for years 
against the sentimental attitude of the rest 
of the country toward the Japs who were 
infiltrating the western states. 

The war gave the West a chance to get rid 
of its hated immigrants. Other states now 
have them and the West says—“You wanted 
them. Now, you keep them.” 

From what we have seen of the Japs since 
they moved East, we don’t want them either. 
We can understand the attitude of the West. 
They are a threat to our standard of living. 
The American working man cannot compete 
with Jap labor and neither can the American 
farmer. 

In the western states, the Japs were accu- 
mulating the choice farm lands until some 
of the states passed laws prohibiting them 
from owning property. Then they held 
it in the name of their children or of Ameri- 


cans who liked the glitter of Oriental gold. 

Since their recent arrival in our midst, 
the Japs have shown up as employees of 
non-union establishments. They are being 
used by open-shop employers to break 
unions. And they readily accept such em- 
ployment. What do they care if they throw 
Americans out of work? 

Kipling was writing more than poetry 
when he said—“East is East and West is 
West, and never the twain shall meet.” 

He was dealing in prophecy. 

At first the Japs were satisfied with menial 
employment. They wanted primarily to get 
a foothold in the midwest. Now they are 
branching out. It is reported they are acquir- 
ing valuable farm lands and business sites. 
Jap doctors are showing up and demanding 
reciprocal licenses to practice medicine. Jap 
attorneys and engineers are following them. 

Soon the midwest will be infested, as was 
the West. 

Frankly, we don’t like it. We don’t like 
the Japs. 

We, too, have lost our sons in the Pacific. 

And we are not extending the hand of 
brotherhood to the savages who slew them. 

It is senseless to argue that these Japs are 
American citizens and therefore entitled to 
destroy the standards of other American 
citizens. 

That citizenship can be revoked. And it 
should be revoked. 

If any state wants the Japs, let it take 
them. If no state does want them, then let 
them be sent elsewhere. If they don’t want 
to go back to Japan, let them settle on some 
Pacific island. 

This is not an abstract problem that can 
be settled by theoretical reformers. It is a 
hard, practical problem that must be solved 
in a hard, practical way. 

We cannot sacrifice our own interests 
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through sentimental regard for a race of 
people that can never be assimilated and 
whose proven purpose is to destroy what we 
have. P 
The Teamsters’ Union opposes all immi- 
gration until our war veterans and war 
workers have been absorbed in peacetime 


employment at American scales of wages. 

We oppose Oriental immigration at all 
times. 

The Japs are here but we don’t need to 
keep them here. The International Team- 
sters’ Union backs up its brothers on the 
West Coast. Throw them out! 


Teamsters Meet on Peleliu Island 


Soldiers Play Poker Under Jap Fire 


BY SGT. EDMUND J. DONOHOE 
Former Editor, The Washington Teamster 


ey ISLAND—Reams have been writ- 
ten in the press and mouthed by the 
radio commentators about the reactions of 
the fighting men just before they hit an 
enemy beach. Most of these reams state 
that the infantrymen were fidgety, vomiting 
all over the boats, and generally very ner- 
vous. 

Our boat, a landing craft vehicle and per- 
sonnel, wasn’t in the first wave .. . but we 
were certain to beat the Red Cross and Post 
Exchange in. The men had little to say 
until they got near the battle-wagons which 
were spitting hot lead at the wily Japs. 

“Cheese and crackers, lookee there. . . 
another flight of planes coming in . . . wowie, 
I could hear that from here.” 

Some of the men crouched low in the boat 
and made finishing touches on their face 
with camouflage paint. They looked like 
fugitives from an old women’s mud bath 
parlor. 

I was nervous, no question about it. Any 
time I draw to a little inside straight and 
then can’t see it . . . well, yes, we even had 
a poker game going. The men felt relieved 
when they saw the beach, with the advance 
party in there walking around like custo- 
mers at the corner market. Finally it was 
our turn and we hit it. 


The other day during a lull I sat down 
and chatted with Pfc. William Greenall, a 
rip-snorting, hard-riding ambulance jeep 
driver for a medical battalion here. Bill is 
a paid-up member of General Teamsters’ 
Union No. 208, Los Angeles. 

Bill fits right in here, though he would be 
the last one to admit it, for many times he 
has been called upon to get the wounded 
out of terrain that is covered with enemy 
fire . . . and each time he and his battle- 
scarred jeep have delivered the goods. We 
were gab-festing about the misery and dis- 
comforts of it all out hefe on Peleliu. 

“Remember back at Jungle Training Cen- 
ter in Hawaii,” Bill snapped. “On the bayo- 
net course they had a sign—“If it doesn’t 
stink, stick it.” Well... after being in com- 
bat on this no man’s island for a month, I 
think the whole place stinks, and they can 
stick it right down Tojo’s royal throat.” 

I believe Bill would, too. 

Right now his chief concern is getting 
back to the states when this is over—a 
whole person. Then, “I know the Team- 
sters’ Union will protect me on my with- 
drawal card, just as they have striven mili- 
tantly to protect the interests of the mem- 
bership while we were away.” 





The congressmen who propose a sales tax are the same ones who booted the 
workers’ standard of living down last year by blocking OPA’s subsidy program 


for effectively stemming living costs —The Ohio Teamster. 
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Powerful Campaign Address is Broadcast to Nation 


‘OLLOWING is the powerful address of 

Daniel J. Tobin in behalf of the re-elec- 
tion of President Roosevelt which was de- 
livered over the radio stations of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company from New 
York on the night of November 3. 


My Friends: 

Let me first state clearly that I am not a 
candidate for any office, either elective or 
appointive. My only object in this cam- 
paign, as in other campaigns, is to endeavor 
to elect to office those individuals who I 
believe are best for the American people. 

There are two candidates for President 
of the United States; one without any world 
experience, very little national experience, 
and the other an experienced, tried leader 
who understands the problems of the toilers, 
because of his years of contact with the 
workers and because of his years of service 
in the highest positions in the nation. 

As assistant secretary of the navy in the 
first World War there was nothing that he 
did not do to be helpful to the employees in 
the shipyards of the nation. The men who 
founded the Metal Trades Department of 


the American Federation of Labor were 


solidly behind him until their death—Jim 
O’Connell and Al Berres— and it is my 
opinion those men would be supporting 
Roosevelt today if they were living. 

As President of the United States, he has 
in this great war seen to it that the shipyard 
workers and the metal trades men were 
taken care of and their grievances adjusted 
as quickly and as fairly as it was possible, 
under the disturbed conditions of our coun- 
try at war. 

There might have been some slight mis- 
understandings, but that is only human dur- 
ing‘a war in a great industry covering hun- 
dreds of thousands of men who are turning 


out from three to four hundred ships per 
year; but the sympathetic understanding of 
the head of our government for those work- 
ers kept our ships coming off the runs daily 
with very little confusion. 

I am absolutely of the opinion that the 
Little Steel measuring rod must be changed 
upward if we expect the workers to go on 
rendering the splendid service they are giv- 
ing since Pearl Harbor. 

Any unprejudiced person cannot doubt 
the fact that the cost of living has gone up 
far beyond the 15 per cent increase estab- 
lished in 1942. But we, the workers, have 
to consider another serious problem which 
may kick us in the face after the ending of 
the war. 

In 1932 the mine workers were almost 
bankrupt, through no fault of the men in 
the mines, but through a general smash-up 
in finance and industry. The whole business 
structure of the nation was disorganized. 
How many of you remember what hap- 
pened to the miners after the last war? 

During the first world war the miners 
enjoyed in the midwestern states what was 
called the Jacksonville Agreement. Under 
this agreement the mine workers were guar- 
anteed from $6.50 to $7 for an eight-hour 
day. 

After the war and when the industrial 
crash came and factories began to shut 
down, and railroad trains began to be side- 
tracked, the miners were forced on strike 
in order to protect and preserve their wages. 

That strike of the miners in the midwest 
was one of the most bitter conflicts between 
labor and capital that has taken place in the 
last 50 years. 

The miners trying to hold their wages 
were forced day after day to the bread-line. 
Many of them were hungry but they fought 
on like real men. Eventually they were 
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compelled to submit and gradually returned 
to work after weeks and months of battling 
against a reduction in wages. 

Many of them returned to work for $5 
per day or less. This would make an aver- 
age reduction of about $2 per day. 

For 500,000 miners, which was then their 
membership, that would mean $1,000,000 a 
day in reduced wages. Today the mine 
workers are enjéying the highest wages and 
the best working hours that was ever paid 
miners anywhere, and they deserve it all; 
and it is my hope that they will go further. 
They are good union men and they work 
hard. 

If men talked about portal to portal pay 
in the old days (which I personally believe 
in) they would have been considered insane. 
Who brought about this condition for this 
trade? Who instituted the Guffey Bill and 
the Wagner Act? The Guffey Bill, which 
President Roosevelt championed, liberal- 
ized the mining trade, gave the operators a 
chance to pay wages. 

The Wagner Act struck the chains of 
servitude from off the miners in Kentucky, 
West Virginia and many other states where 
the United Mine Workers had for 50 years 
been unable to do any organizing; and 
where their organizers were railroaded out 
of town and in many instances killed by the 
gunmen of the operators. 

In every state in the union today, where 
coal is mined, the mine workers are really 
free men and 100 per cent organized. 

All this change has taken place in the 
last 12 years. Who, then, wants to substi- 
tute someone else who is untried, unproven 
and who may be dangerous, for the present 
head of our government? 

Surely no union man, no real man of 
labor, no man who suffered and endured the 
torture of the company union and the com- 
pany gunmen will ever betray that bene- 
factor of labor, now President of the United 
States. 

Recently I met nearly all the heads of 
the railroad brotherhoods in Washington. 
They are all for the re-election of President 





Roosevelt. Why? Because they state rail- 
road labor has made the following gains 
under Roosevelt: 

The Railway Labor Act that was amend- 
ed in 1934 strengthening collective bargain- 
ing and destroying the company unions 
which were fostered by the original act 
which was adopted in 1926 under the Cool- 
idge administration. 

The Railroad Retirement Act adopted in 
1935 increased its benefits in 1937. 

The Railroad Insurance Act adopted in 
1938. Unemployment compensation was 
liberalized in 1940. Complete restoration 
was made in full in 1935 of the 10 per cent 
reduction in wages made in 1932, under 
Hoover. 

President Roosevelt blocked and prevent- 
ed the 15 per cent wage reduction in 1938 
of basic wage increases obtained by rail- 
road workers in 1937, 1941 and 1943. 

Vacations with pay and payments for 
away-from-home expenses and overtime 
were awarded by President Roosevelt in 
1943. 

Job protection in event of railroad con- 
solidation or abandonment was provided for 
in the act of 1940. 

That’s why railroad men are solidly sup- 
porting Roosevelt. 

The Teamsters’ Union has over 600,000 
paid-up members. Our average wage is 
about $40 per week. For 52 weeks that 
means $1,248,000,000. After the last war 
we suffered, as did the miners, railroad 
workers and many other trades, reductions 
of about 10 per cent. 

Ten per cent of our yearly wage is 
$124,800,000! 

My interest in this election is to return 
to office the men I believe are most compe- 
tent and will be most helpful in preventing 
a slash in wages to those 600,000 Teamsters. 

A 10 per cent reduction in wages for thir- 
teen million organized workers at $35 per 
week would mean a total of $2,402,400,000. 

That’s the stake the toilers of the nafion 
have in this great struggle now going on 
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throughout the country on the question of 
who shall run the government. 

At least we know that the present head 
of our government has bitterly fought all 
his life against reductions in wages and that 
his sympathetic understanding of industry 
and labor is such that he knows that unless 
the envelope of the worker has in it each 
week a certain amount of money, the pur- 
chasing power of the nation is destroyed. 

His philosophy of business success and 
prosperity is to keep the pay envelope of the 
toiler where it is at the ending of the war, 
and then the toiler would have the money 
with which to buy the necessities of life— 
clothing, rentals and especially the produce 
of the farmer. 

There is no possible hope for the farmer 
to protect present prices unless the purchas- 
ing power of the 13,000,000 organized toil- 
ers and their families. is maintained where 
it is at the ending of the war. Labor and 
farmers should realize this danger is coming 
closer to us every day. 

With our returning men looking for work 
and with our industries probably shutting 
down, it is going to be a serious problem to 
handle. 

During the period of reconversion mil- 
lions of men and women will be waiting 
anxiously for an opportunity to return to 
work, and then we will have thousands of 
manufacturers and business men, most of 
them anxious to do the right thing by the 
toilers, not knowing which way to turn. — 

Business men will be waiting to find out 
whether or not the purchasing power of the 
nation will be such that their products will 
be salable. 

These are the reasons why I believe that 
every worker has more at stake in this elec- 
tion than in any election in recent years. 

There is a great responsibility placed on 
our shoulders in now selecting who shall 
head our national government during the 
next four years. 

Do you want to gamble with a new 
leader? 


You must not take chances with the na- 


tion’s safety, and the future of our children. 

Before this conflict is over thousands of 
our men in the service, and many who may 
come of age to enter the service, may 
be called upon to make the supreme sacri- 
fice of offering up their lives in the interest 
of freedom and for the safety of their 
country. 

The German army will be forced to fight 
to the end by Hitler and Himmler and 
defend every inch of ground before they 
surrender. 

The Japs, many thousands of miles away 
from us, know no such word as surrender, 
and we will have to fight them in their dug- 
outs and in their traps all over China as well 
as in Japan before we can raise the flag of 
freedom in those distant lands so very far 
from our shores. 

Our fighting forces have been the best 
fighting forces from the standpoint of cour- 
age, equipment and training that the world 
has ever produced. 

Through our leadership and management 
our percentage of losses in human lives and 
material has been far below that of the 
enemy and even below the losses sustained 
by our allies. 

Surely this is no accident. Undoubtedly 
the men in charge of this great struggle 
deserve some credit for the almost unbeliev- 
able progress we have made. 

Do the mothers of the sons who are fight- 
ing in this world war believe that there 
should be a change in the head of our gov- 
ernment at this time? 

Do your sons at home and overseas be- 
lieve that now is the appropriate time to tip 
the whole work in the junk pile and elect 
new management? 

The information I get from our people 
and from many other sources is that they 
have absolute confidence in their Com- 
mander-in-Chief and under no circum- 
stances do they desire a change. 

I very well xnow that there is suffering 
and mental anguish and discouragement 
among the families that have given their 
best blood to serve the nation. 
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I know also that those wives and mothers 
and their disabled husbands and sons will 
be protected financially and otherwise as 
much as it is humanly possible for our coun- 
try to protect them under the leadership of 
the present head of our government. 

I do know that with this man’s own flesh 
and blood in the army and navy, his heart 
goes out to the mothers and fathers of 
America whose sons are engaged in this con- 
flict, and that it is his hope, his desire and 
ambition to bring to a speedy ending this 
awful conflict and bring home to America 
the best blood of our nation now engaged 
in this slaughter in every part of the world. 

It is therefore to your interest, workers, 
toilers, all men and women, organized and 
unorganized, to go to the polls on Novem- 
ber 7. Let nothing stand between you and 
that solemn duty and re-elect this man who 
has been our guiding star for freedom and 
justice during the past 12 years. 

Working men and women of America, the 
price of freedom is watchfulness and vigi- 
lance! 

What we have fought for and won with 
tears and blood, starvation and suffering 
over all the years can be lost and destroyed 
unless we eternally guard those precious 
treasures. 

One of our greatest dangers is electing 
men to office who are unsympathetic with 
the toiler, who may betray and forget us 
immediately after election. 

The intelligent workers of today know 
that the man in the White House at present 
has been faithful and loyal to them over all 
the years of his life. 

He was never more needed than he is now 
because the world has never been in greater 
danger. 

Not only do we need his experienced 
statesmanship and his understanding of 
world problems to win the war, but to win 
the peace and protect us from what might 
happen as a result of disorganization of in- 
dustry and the returning of millions now 
engaged in war work to the employment 
market. 


At the ending of this war the world may 
be plunged into financial chaos and the 
statesmen of all nations, the master minds 
of the world, will be difficult to cope with. 

Sitting around the peace table will be the 
world’s greatest leaders of diplomacy and 
statecraft and the world’s leading financial 
experts. 

To save and protect our country we must 
have men of the greatest experience and 
understanding of world affairs, in order to 
see to it that the structure of democracy 
upon which we have been able to erect the 
greatest nation in world history—that this 
structure shall be protected, preserved and 
continued, and it can only be done by lead- 
ership which has had the opportunity and 
experience of dealing with problems beyond 
the understanding of the ordinary man. 

One of the great achievements of organ- 
ized labor in my time, aided by humanita- 
rian legislators, has been the disestablish- 
ment of fear in the minds of Americans as 
they grow older. 

I have lived to see the poorhouse de- 
stroyed and abolished in our country. The 
word “pauper” which prevailed some 50 
years ago, is a forgotten word in the Eng- 
lish language. 

Social security, which embraces unem- 
ployment insurance and old age pensions, is 
one of the most progressive and beneficial 
guarantees of our modern government. 

Under no circumstances should the well- 
being of the unemployed or of the aged be 
turned over to private institutions or taken 
away from the federal government because 
there is no guarantee that an institution of 
business, successful today, can or will be 
successful in the years to come. 

However, the candidate of the Republi- 
can Party, on September 18, in his Seattle 
speech made the following statement, and I 
quote: 

“We must have protection of the indi- 
vidual from loss of his earning power 
through no fault of his own. We must have 
protection of the individual against the haz- 
ards of old age. We must have these things 
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within the framework of free—and I mean 
free—collective bargaining.” 

When I heard that on the radio, I sat 
upright in amazement and wondered. Could 
he have mis-spoken himself as he sometimes 
mis-speaks others? 

But the newspapers the next morning 
carried the quotation exactly as it came over 
the air; and since that time this speech has 
been circulated by the Republican Party in 
pamphlets containing this same astounding 
statement. Some six weeks have passed 
since Candidate Dewey made that speech 
and that statement has not been changed 
one iota. 

We must remember that old age and 
unemployment compensation are part of the 
federal social security laws. 

They are not and never have been subject 
to collective bargaining between employers 
and unions. 

There was no social security until it be- 
came law as part of the liberal program of 
President Roosevelt; and now Candidate 
Dewey, if elected, promises to destroy this 
federal guarantee of old age and unemploy- 
ment compensation. 

Such procedure would destroy everything 
that we have worked for, and undoubtedly 
would throw industry into confusion. 

Can you imagine the endless bickering 
between employers and employees over 
social security contracts and scales? Col- 
lective bargaining up to now has only em- 


braced wages, hours of employment and 


working conditions. 

If we ever begin to inject social security, 
such as old age pensions and unemployment 
compensation, into collective bargaining 
with our employers we are attempting to 
change the entire structure of American 
government and American economic life 
and jeopardize the safety of the workers in 
their declining years. 

How can any worker, man or woman, 
organized or unorganized, doubt the sin- 
cerity of President Roosevelt based on the 
record? 


If we only stop and think of what he has 


done to almost revolutionize the entire 
structure of the life of the American toiler, 
obtaining more freedom for us yéar after 
year, then we cannot support his opponent. 

Mr. Dewey may be all right in his place, 
but his place is not in the White House. 

And who are those who are against Mr. 
Roosevelt and backing the candidate of the 
Republican Party? 

Every known enemy of the worker, every 
institution and individual that despises and 
that has always endeavored to throttle and 
chain the worker to his post, is opposed to 
Roosevelt, and you can rest assured that 
Candidate Dewey would not be a free agent 
if elected President. 

Those elements that are behind him now 
would control him as they did Harding, 
Coolidge and Hoover. They are endeavor- 
ing to defeat Roosevelt because Roosevelt 
could not be handled by the enemies of the 
masses of the people. 

I think that one of the great achievements 
in the interest of labor brought about by 
President Roosevelt that has sometimes 
lately been forgotten is the reconstruction 
of the Supreme Court by the placing on that 
highest tribunal in the land men of the 
highest intelligence and honesty, whose 
legal qualifications are unsurpassed in the 
legal fraternity and whose human under- 
standing of law and justice has been exem- 
plified throughout their whole lives, and 
especially their determination to interpret 
the laws as the laws were intended to be 
interpreted. 

This tribunal was for years before 1933 
manned by labor-hating corporation law- 
yers whose previous clients were corpora- 
tions who controlled the principal industries 
of the nation. Today laws dealing with 
labor before that tribunal are interpreted 
as they were intended to be when enacted. 

In the old days of Harding, Coolidge and 
Hoover labor organizations representing 
working men and women would endeavor 
and struggle to have enacted by the Con- 
gress of the United States some legislation 
which would grant them some justice and 
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assurance of the freedom to which they 
were entitled, and a year or so after this 
legislation was enacted, the corporation 
lawyers, who were always in the majority 
in the Supreme Court, would read into the 
law something that was never intended, or 
through some other legal technicality de- 
stroy the legislation which had been intend- 
ed to protect the toilers. 

This major action on the part of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in exchanging the old reac- 
tionary corporation lawyers of the Supreme 
Court and substituting for them progressive 
legal minds, whose training is based on jus- 
tice, is of such serious importance to the 
working people of our country that some- 
times they fail to fully realize the benefits 
from this particular action by the present 
head of our government. 

There are many other acts by President 
Roosevelt that helped to liberate and 
strengthen and protect the masses of the 
people. 

Might I say here that were he not ob- 
structed seriously by some who serve in the 
legislative branches of our government, who 
still represent corporations and enormous 
wealth, there would be more humanitarian 
legislation and more beneficial actions and 
decisions by President Roosevelt in behalf 
of the toilers of the nation. 

Summing up the record of this great man 
in the past 12 years it is almost impossible 
to understand how he was able to put 


through so many substantial reforms, some- 
times working alone, or with only a few real 
friends to sustain him in the legislative halls 
of our national government. 

It is the burning desire of the President 
of the United States to strike the chains of 
injustice from the body and soul of the 
toilers. 

Workers of the nation, keep his great 
reforms, based on justice, before you when 
casting your ballot! 

Men and women of America, I solemnly 
implore you to think of what conditions pre- 
vailed before 1933, and consider the free- 
doms of today, and in your thinking don’t 
forget that we may, we could go back to the 
bondage that some of us lived under and 
endured in the years before Mr. Roosevelt. 

Work and vote for this great emancipator 
of the toilers—this man who lives to serve 
humanity—who, because of his fight for 
justice, has endured and suffered the burn- 
ing branding irons of hatred and foul play, 
and he has never faltered. 

He is your friend, the friend of all the 
suffering peoples of the world. You must 
stand by him in this fateful hour. You will 
not forsake him or desert him. 

You will march to the polls on November 
7 with confidence in our country, with faith 
in our just battle for the right, and return to 
the Presidency of the United States, Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt. 


Christmas Bonuses Approved by WLB 


HRISTMAS bonuses up to $25 in cash 
€:: may be paid by employers without 
obtaining permission from the War Labor 
Board, according to the latest issue of 
Labor’s Confidential Analyst. 

Bonuses in excess of $25 may also be paid 
if such bonuses were customary in the past, 
or if the payment follows an established plan 
of the employer. 

A ruling of the War Labor Board to this 


effect was adopted to avoid a repetition of 
last year’s experience when employers del- 
uged the board waith requests for informa- 
tion as to whether they could distribute 
turkeys, candy or other gifts to their em- 
ployees. 

So if your employer is bubbling over with 


Christmas cheer and wants to stick $25 in , 


your pocket, it’s O. K. with the federal gov- 
ernment. 





If the federal government can draft a citizen to fight for the country, it surely 
has the power to grant that citizen the right to vote.—Minnesota Teamster. 
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List All Men in Service 


MM" than 125,000 members of the Teamsters’ Union are in 
military service. We know that. But we do not know who 
they are. Neither do we know the exact number of the men in 
service. 


We want that information from the secretary of every local 
union in order that the men who are fighting the war from this 
union may be given proper recognition for the part they played in 
the greatest struggle of all time. 


For some time there has been a campaign by the enemies of 
labor to make the public believe that the members of organized 
labor have failed to take their share of the wartime burden. Some 
have gone so far as to allege that labor has actually hindered the 
progress of the war. 


There is only one way to answer such allegations and that is 
with proof. 


We must henceforth be prepared to refute such falsehoods with 
fact. Therefore, we want the name of every man who entered the 
armed services from every local of the Teamsters’ Union. 


We want to make this a permanent record of the International. 


We ask every secretary to begin at once to go over his records 
and list the name of every man from his union who entered the 
armed services. 


When the list is completed, send it to International headquarters 
and keep the list up to date with the names of men who enter the 
services after the date that your first list is completed. 


And in addition, please keep the International magazine sup- 
plied with the names of men from your local who are killed, wounded, 
captured or decorated in combat. 


We are printing regular reports of our battle casualties and we 
want that information regularly, in addition to a complete record 
of every Teamster who went into the army, navy, marines, coast 
guard or sea bees. 

















WEAR THE EMBLEM OF OUR ORGANIZATION 


THE CUTS 
sHOwN RePrEseENT Button, Watch Fob and Cuff Buttons 
SOLD BY THE GENERAL OFFICE 
The prices are as follows: 


Gold Plated Buttons (Sterling Silver) $ .50 apiece 
14-K Solid Gold Buttons 2.50 apiece 
Cuff Buttons 1.00 a pair 
Watch Charms 2.00 apiece 


All Members should have a copy of the International 
Constitution and Laws. . . . Copies, 5 cents each 


Order through your Local 


All orders should be sent through the Secretary of the Local Union to 
JOHN M. GILLESPIE, Secretary 
yy 222 EAST MICHIGAN STREET INDIANAPOLIS 4, INDIANA 
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of TEAMSTERS €Z 

CHAUFFEURS 


G Affiliated with & 


This is the standard union service sign officially approved for all branches 
of the Teamsters’ Union. Order them from the general secretary-treasurer. 
The signs are of metal, 7 by 11 inches in size. They cost 25 cents each. 
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